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URal em 0. T. Jienwvaaen, a brlsie
rlote-vunefie- diamond in the rough who
I te IJW ". ;v '?.:

XXalreiu f""l Inlelllffcnf. though
Pe "

kit 088 OR1S8COOMDE, a sophisticated
P'-- i knih!u licfrua loieso lis lie hat

invtd while acting as her guide. She IsS with hit naivete and vlrilltu. But
lit it involved with

ImrnDlHAUD FADDEN, a dominating mil
fuenairt, who is married, but filled with
I maiiun or tiLiRV aHIHSCOOilBE, llelelse's ceuiin, a
rtharmtne Otrl, of rich character and ripe

riildem. tier ainrr. a senne. uiipram
3m1 old tchelar, has been dlsewtud for
examine out of Ms class. She teaches
ta add te their income, and Q becomes
m of htr j)upj.

LH.7 ORtXSCQOMBE, aunt 0 H elrlj,
1".!:. j.. h.m. n llfilnlnp. hilt inttrr

uaru. She it aristocratic, but this dots
prevent her being under the thumb 0

ns SALES, a tat, ittdelrttt phvtlcian, who
rii the evil intluence in the life of the
I temmunltv, H 'ia been gulltu of no- -

electing patients, ana v nas sworn ven-

geance against him.
SALKe, Jr., wne nas netpea v out

t9 an embarrassment. He loves
a waitress, te whom 0 has been

...t.lr.1. in h rifril tmX.tln.
'AND HEBE IT CONTINUE

Q's Rescuer
FACE was regularly assaulted by

shocks of red. He was profoundly
aiecompesed. Last of all people liad lie

kttn, clever, young man
that had rescued and admonished him
mi the occasion of his uncomfortable
WjW lOrK experience, xuv very nt

superiority of this ndmenisher,
ill ahrewd humor sense, his authority,
ill had impressed theni- -

itlves ferciBiy en me scusiuvc oescrvu
tlea of Q. Sephie's "Laurie boy" who
needed "one of them long bones down
US bftCK, wnem ne nau eccn ininneu
te shake Inte manliness te thrash Inte
I decision favorable te romance, If
necessary vanished Inte a thin, thin
ntst. What face te present te the mnn
irlth humorous and impatient eyc8 Q
could net new decide.

"What's wrong with the wrist?
Jeu haven't beeu rescuing any mere
ladles in distress, I hope?"

Q had stepped back and had sat down
m the edge of his bed.

H was medltatlne soberly and
rwlftly If It would be possible then and
there te gasn nis wrini. convincingly
irlth his pocket knife or te de some
ether damage. Under
Laurie's sardonic, dancing eyes he rel-

inquished the idea. He derided te held
Ills peace it was the method that had
ilways served him best se, in alienee,
be held out a strong brown hand-Acres-

s

the wrist ran a violet scar and
Uurle bent ever it and felt It with
clever fingers.

"It's net inflamed or swollen," he
"Any pain?"

"It's almighty difficult for me," said
truthfully, "te handle a pen."
"l'eu mean you feel a stiffness in

jour fingers? Flex them."
vnai in tnunucr 1

"Bend them." Q obeyed, his eyes
lowered. The strong, long fingers
clenched and relaxed powerfully.

Laurie, Impersonal and interested,
felt carefully up and down the miihcles
of the arm and made some tests te
which Q surrendered himself with
Sphinx-lik- e gravity.

"Tell me the story of the wound."
demanded the bnflled surgeon, sitting
down In the chair opposite his queer
patient and looking at him with a be-
wildered air.

Q slowly obeyed him. "A lady," he
laid, had "knifed him" by accident.
She had meant te cut a stick and she hae
cut his arm instead. It had been sewed
up by Dr. Sales any relation? A
father? 19 that se? It had seemed te
heal all right. Yes, it had sure seemed
te heal. If it wnsn t for the trouble
guldin' a pen "

Laurie rose Impatiently, produced n
tablet and nencil nnd nreseuted them
teQ.

Here write something for me."
0 Stared for n mnmpnf intn Knnrn.

wen laboriously fashioned n phratc.
I am reskulng a lady new," he wrote,
1 am rcsKuing a lady for you."
Roem 00 was dangerously silent

while Sales read this message. He read
It nnd looked up sharply. His face
revealed an unsuspected linggardncss.

'Will you explain yourself?" he
JfKed, nnd Q remembered that

people were apt to be violent.
"I don't rightly knew hew I can,"

ae said, speaking very quietly nnd
rather soothingly, us te u restive
aerse. "I've been thlnkln' you was
Jtie of these fellers that needs te be
ranked by the cellar te get their

geln'."
"Se it was te yank me by the cellnr

that you faked an Injuried wrist, eh?"
U continued evenly, with no attent-

ion te this cemment: "Hut I see you
Jin t. Se 1 lecken I've been makiii' n
feel of myself again. And I'd be
Pleased if you'd lope back te-- West
uemmen and leave me te bury myeelf
en the lone prairie unless you'd be
"In te tell me" He stepped and
oeked at Laurie with a certain wist-illnes-

"Out en the rnnge." he Mild,
l ve get a partner, Shorty by name

wmewnys you favor him "
Lautie was conscious of a thrill, un-gual and profound.
He knew thtit bimii n i..'' ".v, ,t limit 110 mf tiuuoefere him raiely laid himself he open

te rebuff.
"What," asked Laurie slowly, "dereu want te knew?"
Q spoke, without looking at him, very

. '""S hcv ynn iuit wrltin' letter.--,

the Sephie p,ij"
At that Laurie began te ream about

taeroem, his hand, in his pockets, uiul
Ms head bent.

"Hut, Klnwydden," he explained, in

lilt,
arins

of ami
Patience, "it's the labt htery 011 earth
1 could tell, or exnlnln. tn 1111 mushier
-e-specially te you. I buppe'e ou
uuw one nf t in kliti'v I .1iMi1n.11

that, livillir llOrn. Villi llnvn tnnii Sinnlil.,
EOt te knew her Mint tnlrl

Newlin Burt
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'one composed, exasperation

SllIP

nIip lins
rpu well" fie wning down at him

he would. I can se that! Yeu
peiiig what you are. a confidence from

is pretty nearly inevitable. Hut
i am net Sephie, nor are my confi-
dences verv ensilr rmnnnlleil "

0 Knlfl nntliliw .h.1 .. ....nl I. la" w.....irt ,11111, tin UiSltltt, Itt'Uence worked for him.
ieu are or were, a cowboy aren't

u rather unexncctedlv. I.nurln de- -
Banded.

'Yes, sir was nnd Ik nt linst. net
Mw, I ain't."

, " ttitrv ui luiiim'i autu run- -
tUBien of heart and mind, Laurie was
wnttra ned te nmii "Weii ibn. diii
ro?i1leve J'eur work wan it n career?"
in i"0" ami cattip yes, sir. 1

ULeri tliA pmiiwi. 1 ti. ..1.11. .1 1

'Oe railCP " Te IiIh nun nnnirUn O'ft
threat tightened en tills speech, nnd
"estepped with dry lips.

I don't liellnvi. " T iKO-l- inn, mi
rapidly, "that Sephie could tell you
"'"1 my protessien means te me. ?e:nat nvfluibltIeu hewarc, nor prof-
oundly s - .t ArnK. nn future nvd
"" nappincss would be quite definitely
I'ndailtrprml l.r IH., . I. ...
pnj mywU talking te you about it!"
if it0 1

nlt H0 (lut'Pr r unywnyi
L "'bLl 11. lilKl'iy OU (IOU I

n0W What slip's llP.il, i.nln tlirnnirli
i,..C9,??.u 1'iit her. Net havin' a career

,or ,ll "fe "' "". Q """'Iwt' keep tlie edged drawl from his
;?i,c7-,'y- eu enn't hardly call biscuit- -
aoetin a career, and belli n woman' Will, II. , . . I . ,
up "nil n amivirtui nir 1,1 ioekcii up,
fc.iDcy..h.cr belli' married te Jenaajen," ue said.lAllvl. ..L ..1 1 1.. JS

pat and breathed hard.

Mary or
Heleiaet
Which
Should Win
Unusual Here?

After n turn or two he walked ever
te the window. "It's been three years,"
" """"cred; "hasn't she forgotten
yet?"

"In three years?" Q drawled. "Your
Sephie, gel? Net In thirty will she
forget."

He stared nt Seles' back and Sales
stared dqwn into the street. Inte the
silence came the muffled trend and the
faint clinking of Ice, followed by n
knocking nt Q's doer. He hnd told
Sephie te bring him n pitcher of Iced
lemonade at four o'clock. New, "I
nm going te tend her nway," he said
firmly, nnd crossed the room.

Hut Laurie was ahead of him nnd
nn instant later, a tray crashed te the
fleer eutBlde Q's doer, Sephie steed
inside the closed room and Laurie had
her In his nrms.

Q walked te n window, clutched its
sill nnd, looking down into Main street,
wished himself In the snloen. Back of
him there was a qulck-brcathln- g si-

lence, until Sephie spoke. She said
two words, sobbing. "My heart."

It frightened Q, who faced about.
He saw that hers was a heart unbear-
ably, swiftly enlarged by joy. Laurie's,
however, was already shrunk with pnin.
He wns wnlklng te nnd fro about the
room, his red head bent, his under lip
bitten, his hands locked behind him se
that the knuckles were white. Lines
had sprung into visibility nreund his
mouth. Sephie wns watching him ; her
beauty paled.

"I didn't knew," she faltered. "It
wasn't any doings of mine, Lnurlc."

"Of course 115I " He jerked this
out. Then he turned upon Q, his quick,
restless eyes nblnze.

"Will you give us your room for five
minutes, please, master diplomat, while
I try te put some broken pieces to-

gether ncain? Yeu misht gather up
what's left of the pitcher it won't be
hnlf se hard as what I ve get te de.
Sephie" he went ever te her as Q
hastened te the doer "didn't you
knew thnt I was engaged te be mar-
ried? I wrote te you."

Her lips said "no." making n white,
noiseless motion. Q shut the doer nnd
found himself across the hall, gripping
the balustrade of the stair-we- ll and
gazing blindly down at the white and
chocolate squares of the fleer three
flights below him. He could hear the
murmur of Laurie's voice. It went en
after the first sentences mere evenly. Q
was remembering the branding of small
calves. He had always hated thnt
hated the way their oft eyes rolled,
trying te find the lest protecting mother
body there hnd been something like
thnt In Sephie's eyes. He gripped the
balustrade mere tightly. Gradually be
became aware of lSenten's head bend-in- c

ever his blc memorandum book
down In his cage, nnd his long, cadav-
erous hand making cramped writing
therein. Benten, long nnd flabby nnd
lukewarm, whose breath always re-

minded Q of the exhalation of a steam
radiator, meant te marry iMipiiie. hue
would walk out of her enchantment Inte
Benten's black and absorbent em-

brace
"Yeu arc willing," Mary hnd asked,

"te take the responsibility of bringing
these two people together?"

The voices in the room hnd nltegcther
stepped. Q's fancy summoned pictures.
He saw Sephie crumpled into a chair,
Laurie stroking her cold hands, mur-
muring out his meaningless remorse, his
worse than useless conselntion. The
picture was different from the truth,
for, though Sephie had thrown herelf
down by his bed and had smothered her
weeping in her nrms, Laurie wns at-

tempting no consolation, expressing no
remorse. He wns sitting in Q's chair,
the width of the room away, his hands
between bis knees, his eyes fixed upon
the carpet.

After an interminable while, "Step
crying, my dear," said Laurie, appar-entl- v

te the carpet; "I see new that it
won't de."

He pulled a long and shaken breath,
leaned slowly back in his chair and be-

gan te fill his pipe.

"I've Been Deceiving Myself"
He was thinking, it might be imag-

ined, vividly. His brown, nervous eyes
were seeing consequences. This was
evidently a man at once Intellectually
cool and emotionally het, an adven-
turer by instinct, a conservative by
conviction, romantic In feeling and
cynic in philosophy, 11 gifted and tor-
mented being for whom life would be
forever (horned. The inertia of a father
who decided nothing until fate gave
him some ignoble lead, bad left unused,
perhnpx, all this flame and swiftness,
all this unhurried steel decision, te af-

flict the delleute ergiiiii-i- ii of the son.
Lnurlc had been trapped, net only by
circumstances but by his nature. New
he was at work, one half fighting the
ether, trving te release bis heart from
the teih and 111 the same time te cle.ir
his honor of an obligation. "I didn't
knew until I heard our step outside
the doer. Sephie, that these last three
horrible years have just made no dif-

ference at all. I've been deceiving
myself."

"I knew."
She had llfled her head from her arms

and, still kneeling, wns looking at hlui
across the narrow wltite counterpane.
It wns n beaten face, deep-eye- l'uiii
had released every last secret, of its
beauty.

Laurie's brain looked at It through
the tumult of his bleed.

"I'd forgotten that I loved you.
lie laughed softly. "Isn't thnt queer

se Sephie te terget .'

"I knew jeu'd only te sec me men
are like that!"

Ills fare narrowed into keenness.
"Oh, no," professed instantly,

"It wasn't my nlnil. It was his Q's.
I told him you'll have te forgive me
for thnt, because I couldn't help it.
I hnd te tell him what I'd been going
though. Laurie, he s the only one I vu
told. Yeu don't knew Q! These thrt-ji.- irs

have been awful long and hard
for me."
"I knew." Laurie bit In under his

lip, for she hurt hlr.i.
"But you are going te marry some

one else," Sephie faltered, touching
the words with a elcu that shrank
from them.

"Ne. That's what I'm trying te tell
von. I see new thnt I can't. Sephie,
'we're back where we were three years
age that's all. It's te de all ever
again, only in the meantime, trying te
free myself from jeu, I've hurt some-
body elbe."

She steed tip slowly. "I see. Peor
Laurie!"

This bent him. a hand ever his eyes.
"Don't! Don't you b.iy that!"
She came around the bed, knelt be-

side him nnd put her long arms abe':t
him.

"Yeu nre net te litfl unlmp; you
are net. Laurie." with n soft sudden
little cry, "jeu are get'ing gray!"

"Am I?" He 'aughted shakily,
diav-'j:- ? Hnvv-- lf iiw.'ny. "I deserve te
tie. 1 it tietier go, 1 cuu 1 niuun mucu
mere of this." ,,,..,

She brightened as come
clebi) te her "h. no. Must you?
jPt (npeii, ifleit-- e, Laurie, let me just
be near you for a little while. I won't
Kiienk te j nu, 1 won't touch you, I

won't even leek at you. I want te be
I feel all thenear you. It rests me,

time new se tired."
She was still kneeling beside his chair

nnd she sank bnck en her heels, nnd
folded her hands and looked up at him
with n large, blmple, childlike leek, ua
though her cyea fed upon him.
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